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I was born in Guyana, a country in the northern section of South America, where everyone’s dream was to either be a doctor or lawyer. Dreams are limited since opportunity isn’t always there; so it was only “natural” that I decided that I wanted to be a pediatrician. However, my life took a turn for the better and I became exposed to a world that I have never seen before. 

In 2002, my mother moved my brother and me to New York in search of a better life and more opportunities. She was determined to expose us to the best that she could, and hoped that we would take things from there and make better lives for ourselves.  I wasn’t about to let my mother down, so I tried my best to excel at everything that I did. Moving to New York was a life changing experience for me, I realized there was more to the world than I thought, and I could be anything that I wanted, all it took was passion. 

Soon I became involved with the All Stars Project, and that helped me to figure out what I wanted to do with my life. I enrolled in one of its programs, the Development School for Youth (DSY), which helped me to develop into a young person ready to conquer the world and take challenges one at a time. I also began volunteering at various events that benefited my community and others. The feeling I got from helping others in this way was unimaginable; to see the faces of the kids light up while producing a talent show, for example, was quite something!  It feels good to give back to a community that has helped to nurture you, and at the same time, help those who are less fortunate.   

My experience at the DSY has enabled me to become a strong leader.  This past year I was appointed Vice-President of my school’s yearbook committee. With deadlines approaching and some of the staff members not doing their jobs, I was forced to take more responsibility for the yearbook production.  Working late hours and putting in extra work helped produce a successful yearbook. At the same time I was juggling college classes and A.P classes while trying to get all of my college applications together. I feel anyone can be a leader as long as they take responsibility for their actions and those of the group they are leading.   

I did an internship with JPMorgan Chase last summer, and decided to pursue a career in Investment Banking. This fall I will be attending Rochester Institute of Technology, majoring in Finance. My goal is to graduate in the top ten percentile so that it will be easier for me to pursue my career. I hope to build friendships that will last a lifetime.  

The HESUS Fund scholarship will assist me in paying for an education that my family cannot afford. It will allow me to focus more on my work than on worrying about my financial situation.  This scholarship will help me get one step closer to achieving my goals of becoming an Investment Banker and being able to give more back to my community.
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