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My name is Snigdha Sarkar and I was born in Bangladesh. When I came to New York City at the age of two, my family could not speak English. We came here for opportunity in the land where we thought we could be free. But, here in America, we learned that nothing is free. Keeping up with bills, the language, school and daily life was extremely hard for us all. My parents couldn’t really find work so we hopped from apartment to apartment hoping that a friend would let us stay with them for a while till we got on our feet. It took us 9 moves, all in one year, to finally get situated in a three room apartment on the Lower East Side of Manhattan.  Our moves allowed us to develop as a family and as people with the help of great friends along the way.
 My mother was afraid I would forget my culture and language, so she enrolled me into the Bengali Institute of Performing Arts (BIPA).  In the Bengali school I learned to formally speak, write and read in Bengali, my native language.  I also learned to sing and dance in the classical Indian and Bengali styles.  While I enjoyed my dual roles in American society, it was not easy.  However, I did not let it affect me negatively.  When I choreographed a dance to be performed at the Tribeca Film Festival, I integrated hip hop, ballet and classical Indian moves into the dance. I was determined to be multicultural without being afraid of looking “different.”  In third grade I began to perform as an actor, and entered the theater world with the same mentality. I wanted to bring something different to the stage and open up the door for young kids like me to be happy with “different” too.
I’ve been actively involved in the theatre world. In this world, I became known as Sita, which is a story in itself. Sita is the name of a Hindu Goddess but I started using it as a nickname and stage name. With this name, I was still me but a whole new me, a more confident, different me; most importantly, a happy me.  

I have been volunteering at a non profit organization with a theater by and for young people, called The All Stars Project, and also have been working with other theaters like Jean Cocteau Repertory Theater, Harlem Repertory Theater, Lambs Theater and Theater for the New City.  I have developed a passion for the idea of having more places like the All Stars where kids could get theater, dance and other performatory training for free. I have decided that I want to open up my own acting/dance studio for the youth of the city who grew up limited like I did. 
I just finished my first year at Hunter College with a B average.  I am not sure how I will obtain my dream, but I am on the road to building for it now.  The Hesus Fund scholarship will help me pay for school, which ultimately will help me create my studio to serve young people with limited opportunities for creative development.  It will bring me that much closer to my goal.  Thank you for this opportunity.  

