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My name is Hanner Leal, and I live in South Ozone Park, Queens. For the past five years I have been volunteering with the All Stars Project, producing talent shows for young people, helping with workshops and performing in various activities.  During these years, I believe I have developed as a leader.  When I first started volunteering at the age of 15, I never envisioned myself as a leader, I always saw myself more as a follower. As I grew older I realized the potential I have as a leader in my community and towards others. 
    But what exactly is leadership?  The dictionary contains many definitions for this word. The definition I like best is:  “the ability to guide, direct, or influence people.” I feel that leaders are not just those who have an official title. In high school I was a member of The National Honor Society, Key Club, Math Club, Bowling team and Track team. But I never held any type of position such as president or captain. I believe that it is the example you set for others that makes you a leader. For all the groups I was in, I went to every meeting, every after-school activity, and offered all of my free time. Even if you are not the official “leader” you can influence others around you.
    When I volunteered with All Stars I thought that what I was doing was meaningless. But as time went on I started to see things differently, my perspective and views began to change. As I started participating more I noticed that newer volunteers would ask me questions about what I was doing.  They would see how I was the first to arrive and the last one to leave events, and how I was always working. Even people in my community started asking about how they could get involved.  They saw the qualities of a leader in me before I did!  This year I am receiving an award from the All Stars Project called “Young Leaders for Change,” which is given to volunteers who have shown leadership in their community.  I feel very proud of my growth.     
    The skills and qualities I have gained will, of course, be useful in my college education. In the fall I will be attending SUNY Potsdam and will major in archaeology. My goal is to become an archaeologist, and travel the world. I would also like to come back to New York City and show everyone that I have surpassed the expectations that most people have for inner city youth. I hope that achieving my goals will inspire others to aim for higher goals than even they think they can meet, and then meet them.  
    The Hesus Fund scholarship will help my parents pay for my college education. I have an older sister who is already in college, and both my parents work hard to support us.  I am a positive force in my community, and anywhere I go I take leadership qualities with me.  I would like to thank the Hesus Fund for helping people like me who are in need. Once again I am very grateful for all that you are doing.

