
In December of 2005, the All Stars Project awarded me with the Young Leaders for Change Award, an award given to youth for outstanding leadership and involvement in the program. When I received the award, I began my speech, “We learn to be leaders at young ages. The childhood game “follow the leader” displays leadership, but it is up to the follower to choose the right leader.” I followed several leaders down positive paths. Soon, however, I noticed I needed to create my own path.

Before I go on, my name is Asha Yarrell. I was born and raised in Bedford Stuyvesant, Brooklyn, an area where everyone has to stay focused because the wrong turn can be detrimental, but a good leader and a good home can help prevent that. I was lucky. My mom raised my older brother and me well. She taught me to stay focused and try to reach my goals, and I am still trying. I attended Acorn High School for Social Justice, a low budget High School, with no spirit or tradition. When I began my freshman year, Acorn was three years old. Because we were on one floor, we were deprived of space, and since we were a low budget school, we were deprived of text books. Although Acorn was not an ordinary High School, I made the best of it. I promised myself I would excel and make a difference. So I became an active student, by bridging the gap between the students and the staff. I was on the yearbook staff twice, I became student Vice President, I was on the senior executive committee, became a member of the national honor society and I graduated Acorn with a local regents diploma. I was nominated and won Prom Queen. I am grateful for my teachers and my mentor for my success and allowing me to lead others in the same route.

I am currently a freshman at John Jay College, and my major is Criminal Justice. Since I am the first person in my generation to attend college, a lot is expected of me, so I will graduate with my bachelors and go on to obtain a graduates degree. I have not decided exactly what my occupation will be, but I do know I want to build a career in the field of criminal justice. Because I am only in my first year in college, I have time to be indecisive. Hoping time would permit me to become more active in college like I was in High school, one thing I want to do while in college is to start a Hip Hop dance club. I know I will enjoy creating the club since I was in a dance group for five years. Recently my friend and I created another dance group with girls from the community and neighboring communities. They are appreciative because dance keeps them busy, and it has been positive and influential in our lives.

The Hesus funds Scholarship would be a blessing. The money can help towards textbooks and transportation from Brooklyn. Since I am economically deprived, my daily life expenses such as lunch and school supplies can be easily taken e of with the additional help of the scholarship. Financial assistance will also help with summer courses. I am very appreciative.








Thank You,

Asha Yarrell

