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My name is Alistair Sealy, Jr.  I was born on May 11, 1984 in Brooklyn, New York to West Indian immigrants.  My parents divorced when I was 3 after a long series of problems in their marriage.  I never knew the stability of a two-parent household and thus consider it a privilege.

Since music runs in the family, I suppose that it was inevitable that I would be drawn in by the world of hip-hop.  At age 11, I began to learn how to rap.  This is important because I believe that hip-hop, in its own way, has opened up so many doors for me.  When I was 15 years old, I was introduced to the All Stars Project, a non-profit organization that helps young people like myself develop more as human beings through the use of performance.

Being involved in the All Stars allowed me to do things I never thought were possible.  When I was 18, I decided to volunteer my time with the All Stars while still pursuing my dream of becoming a recording artist and record producer.  Because of my constant display of love for the program through volunteering and recruiting other young people, the All Stars awarded me the Young Leaders for Change Award in December of 2003.  In April, I became, I believe, the first rap artist ever to perform at the United Nations.  I have accomplished all this mainly because of my love of hip-hop.

I have often wondered why I volunteer my free time when I had no impulse to do so previously.  At first I thought that it was something constructive to do as opposed to being lazy and getting into trouble.  Now I see it as an obligation to my community, since many people complain that inner-city youth, specifically young black men, are indifferent to and ignorant of the problems of their communities.  I intend to be one of those who prove them wrong.

Brooklyn College seemed the obvious choice for me to continue with my education.  Besides not having the money to attend an Ivy League school, I knew long ago that I never wanted to stray too far from the place of my birth.  I currently study journalism.  I chose that field because, according to various people with whom I have come in contact, I have an exceptional speaking voice and am very articulate.  In addition, I love to write and otherwise express myself through words.

I would like to one day either become a reporter, and eventually the editor of my own magazine, or a recording artist and record producer, as I originally intended to be.  Whichever path I choose, I would like to be in a position to continue to be able to give back to my community, which has been such an inspiration to my music.

