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To: Francine Miller, David Davis at Hesus Fund

For many years, I defined myself according to my achievements and failures.  I had a perfectionist attitude that did not tolerate mediocrity.  If I did not have the perfect clothes, or the highest grades, I would consider myself as a complete failure.  The standards of the society were so high, which influenced me to become obsessed with the idea of perfection.

In the fall of 2002, I was introduced to the Development School for Youth (DSY), a leadership-training program that exposes poor minorities to the corporate world.  I had the opportunity to attend weekly workshops at an investment-banking firm.  One of the most intriguing workshops was the Interpersonal, which was led by the directors of the program, Dr. Lenora Fulani and Pamela Lewis.  I was sitting in a circle of students who appeared to be extremely bored.  Dr. Fulani was talking about the growth and development of young people.  Suddenly, Dr. Fulani gained my attention by stating that we, the students of color, are poor.  I was very shocked because I refused to accept poverty. Poverty was deniable to me because I did not live in the projects, and I wore expensive name brand clothes.  Who has the right to say that I am poor and need help?

As an alumna of DSY, I realize that Dr. Fulani’s words were valid.  I was poor because I lacked leadership and professional skills, a sense of worldliness, and exposure to the “bigger world”.  I did not have access to paid internships and other cultural experiences because of lack of exposure.  Now, I can confidently say that I am enriched with many opportunities.  I have established connections with middle classed, affluent white adults who care about my development.  I have evolved into a sophisticated African American woman with a high level of professionalism.  My knowledge and exposure to the world outside of the ghettos and poverty have influenced me to pursue success.  My pathway to success is a college education.  This fall, I will attend Hobart & William Smith Colleges in New York State under a full time enrollment.  I plan to pursue studies in dance and business related courses to prepare me for a career in entrepreneurship.  Upon graduation, I hope to establish a performing arts center for young people.  

Throughout high school, I have truly grown into an ambitious person.  I possess the determination and passion to make a difference in this world.  I have finally learned that perfection is not a necessity in life; it is an impossibility.  A college education will give me the opportunity to grow and develop.  And the Hesus Fund can help me to eradicate the financial barrier that may hinder my opportunity to learn.

