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Personal Essay

By Deidre Diaz


Everyday, I live my life according to a personal quote: Life is a learning experience; whatever doesn’t kill you just makes you stronger.  What makes this simple phrase so significant is that it changes my perspective on everything.  So many people stress themselves to the point of failure, but I believe that if you trust in yourself and your choices, your self-security alone will lead to success.


Coming from an inner-city neighborhood has not been easy, but it has taught me many valuable life-lessons.  It has given me the drive to try harder, to want more and to do above what is expected.  With all the effort and hard work I plan to invest into my future, I know that becoming a doctor, or a business woman is possible for me and that the education I expect to gain at Cornell University will give me the tools I need to reach my goals. 


Goals: a word defined to me as something that is absolutely reachable.  A goal is a destination, but you must have a vehicle to get you there. My goal in life is to achieve happiness and success simultaneously.  I realize that so many adults today are not satisfied with their careers and what they have made their lives out to be.  I realize that a salary is not what makes you content, but that having a sense of purpose gives you fulfillment. 

 In evaluation of my efforts, I can recall that what drove me towards community involvement and leadership was my desire to be different and to make a difference.  I just couldn’t accept the fact that I would become another statistic, or misled youth.  Volunteering with the All Stars Project has taught me some valuable life-lessons.  The Development School for Youth has helped me in lending myself on a weekly basis to develop myself and my community. It taught me commitment, responsibility and dedication.  Being able to break the mold with my now outstanding performances in theatre and interaction has instilled confidence in me.  I know that if achieving these things were possible, selection for this scholarship is reachable as well.


 Various experiences have shown me that helping people is a strength of mine and any profession which includes interaction with people in need, making business decisions and being creative interests me.  My recent acceptance to Cornell University has been a great accomplishment for me. Joy, anticipation and fear are just a few of the feelings that I have when I think about my new life and career at one of the country’s top universities.  Getting into an Ivy League school has always been a dream of mine, but actually succeeding at one is another issue.  It is there that I hope to gain more than an education, but an experience.  I love the idea of making friends that come from around the world.  I know that with unfailing dedication, this all could become a reality.  

There are so many emotions that I expect in the future: culture shock, intimidation and homesickness are included.  One thing I know is that whatever the test, I will succeed.  I realize that I don’t have to settle for less or compromise in life, but that I am capable of challenging and developing myself in various fields.  I can see that I am capable of overtaking any academic and social challenges.   I can reach my dream.  All that is needed is a vehicle that will carry me to the finish line.  Will you help me to build it?

